
Intent 

 

 

At Chaddesley Corbett we consider the extent to which we are equipping pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. Central to this are the 

key academic, personal and vocational skills which prepare them for the next stage of their lives. It is also important that we invest in their cultural capital – our core 

values and the essential knowledge that our children need to be educated citizens, introducing them to the best that has been thought and said, and helping to engender 

an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. 

 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS & PE 

An appreciation of music, dance & drama are an essential element of cultural capital. 

We place great value on children’s ability to express themselves through the arts – Dance, drama, PE and Sport are well promoted through a wide range of activities. 

  



Implementation– coverage over two years 

Early Years Year 1 & Year 2 Year 3 & Year 4 Year 5 & Year 6 

Superheroes 
To recognise high and low sounds. 

To recognise loud and quiet sounds. 
Imitate simple rhythms. 

To recognise fast and slow sounds. 
Respond to music through the use of movement. 

Once upon a time 
Musical elements – linked to recreate a story. 

Some introduction to linking sounds with a symbol. Play untuned 
instruments musically. 

Make and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Roman Rule 
Marches 

Rivers and Mountains  
 Singing 

Rhythmic and Melodic notation 
Music history – Motown 
Listening and appraising 

Light and Dark 
Begin to explore different sounds from a variety of classroom instruments. 

To recognise high and low sounds. 
To recognise loud and quiet sounds. 

Invaders 
Accompanying a song 

Improvisation 
Singing 

Space 
Improvise using classroom instruments. 

Create sequences to represent the individual musical elements. 
Use imagery for children to represent sounds e.g. long and short notes. 

London’s Calling 
Singing in a round 

Selecting appropriate sounds to capture an event/experience – play 
tuned and untuned instruments. Compose and notate (graphic) 

The World’s Kitchen 
Listening to world music 

Rhythm - Samba 
Pentatonic scale – Chinese music 

Out of this World 
Holst – Planet suite 

Listening and appraising 
Music History 

Sections of an Orchestra 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 
Begin to explore different sounds from a variety of classroom instruments. 

Walls and Barricades 
Emotive compositions, melodic compositions. 

 

Minibeasts 
Begin to explore different sounds from a variety of classroom instruments. 

Improvise using classroom instruments. 
Create sequences to represent the individual musical elements. 

Listen to music and recognise sounds that are long/short, high/low, fast/slow, and 
loud/quiet. 

 

Monster Mayhem 
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-

related dimensions of music (with graphic scores). 
 

Crime and Punishment  
Composition based upon life/events of Dick Turpin. 

Dick Turpin TV theme tune 

Mexico and the Mayans 
Comparing ancient music and modern music from the area 

Musical effects – how instruments are played.  
Rhythmic and melodic composing 

Flower Power 
Singing in a round 

Transport 
Benjamin Britten – Night mail 

Tempo 
Rhythmic ostinati 

All the World’s a Stage 
Singing skills 

Listening and appraising 
Music History – Gilbert and Sullivan/Music Halls 

Sections of an Orchestra 

Celebrations 
Listen to music and recognise sounds that are long/short, high/low, fast/slow, and 

loud/quiet 
To recognise high and low sounds. 

To recognise loud and quiet sounds. 
Sing nursery rhymes and simple songs. 

Explore the use of the voice to represent sounds. 

 

Once upon a time 
Musical elements – linked to recreate a story. 

Some introduction to linking sounds with a symbol. Play untuned 
instruments musically. 

Make and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Meet the Flintstone 
Using theme tune to explore the Kodaly system 

Grease Lightening 

Time Travellers 
Music technology – exploring sound 

Britain from the air 
Listening and appraising folk music 

Links with dance. 
Pentatonic scale? 

Improvisation?  

Yes, Minister 
British composers – Edward Elgar & Benjamin Britten 

Listening and appraising 
Music History 

Structure of an Orchestra 

Once Upon a Time 
Sing nursery rhymes and simple songs. 

Explore the use of the voice to represent sounds. 
Begin to explore different sounds from a variety of classroom instruments. 

Use imagery for children to represent sounds e.g. long and short notes. 

Extraordinary explorers 
World chants 

Listening and appraising. 
Linking movement to music 

Tomb raiders 
Chant – steady beat, rhythmic notation 

ostinato, rhythm on two notes. 

Disaster 
Emotive compositions, melodic compositions. 

Magic Carpet 
Rhythm – African drumming 

Rule Britannia 
Chant 

Rhythm 
Improvisation 

Island Adventures 
Begin to explore different sounds from a variety of classroom instruments. 

Improvise using classroom instruments. 
Create sequences to represent the individual musical elements. 

 

 
Wonder women 

Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high quality 
live or recorded music. 

Reign over us 
Learn to sing the National Anthem 

Coronation Anthems over time (possibly fanfares) 
Zadok The Priest - British Coronation Anthem 

 

All the World’s a Stage 
Elizabethan (Renaissance) Music to link with Shakespearean theme 

Listening and appraising 
Music History 

Singing 
Recorders 

Additional opportunities 
 Radio/TV jingles – composition and notation opportunities (use with a 

green screen activity on a creativity day.) 

 Links to class novel – see how music can enhance your English 
sequence. Would a composition help to interpret an emotional 

context?  

 Science theme may offer an opportunity.  

 Jazz – improvisation, rhythm, music history, listening and appraising 

 

 

 

 



Music Map – Skills, Knowledge and Understanding Progression 

Early Years 

Skill 
Superheroes Light and Dark Space How does your 

Garden grow? 
Minibeasts Celebrations Once Upon a Time Island Adventure Further 

suggestions 

In
ter-related

 

d
im

en
sio

n
s 

o
f m

u
sic 

To recognise high and low sounds. 

To recognise loud and quiet sounds. 

Imitate simple rhythms. 

To recognise long and short sounds. 

To recognise fast and slow sounds. 

To distinguish different types of sounds through 

exploration. 

Music Express – 
Hands Feet and 
Faces 

Bonfire Night, 
Diwali, New Year 
sounds – 
high/low, 
fast/slow, 

loud/quiet 

   Bonfire Night, 
Diwali, New Year 
sounds – 
high/low, 
fast/slow, 
loud/quiet 

Rhythm Sticks   

C
o

m
p

o
sitio

n
 

Improvise using classroom 

instruments. 

 

Create sequences to represent the 

individual musical elements. 

  Music Express - 
Robots 

 Music Express – 
Water, water 
everywhere 

  Music Express – 
water, water 
everywhere 

 

U
se o

f 

in
stru

m
en

ts 

Begin to explore different 

sounds from a variety of 

classroom instruments. 

 Owl Babies – 
Making own 
instruments out of 
natural resources. 
Creating Woodland 
sounds. 

Music Express – 
Robots 

Storytelling with 
instruments (The 
Enormous Turnip) – 
selecting the correct 
instrument for each 
part of the story. 

Music Express – 
Water, water 
everywhere 

Tap, shake, 
scrape 

Storytelling with 
instruments – 
selecting the correct 
instrument for each 
part of the story. 

Music Express – 
water, water 
everywhere 

 

N
o

tatio
n

 

Use imagery for children to 

represent sounds e.g. long and 

short notes. 

  Using imagery – 
rocket and 
astronaut to 
represent fast 
and slow.  

   Music Express – 
Three Bears Rap – 
using pictures of 
each bear. 

  

Listen
in

g 

an
d

 

A
p

p
raisin

g 

Listen to music and recognise sounds that 

are long/short, high/low, fast/slow, and 

loud/quiet. 

 

Respond to music through the use of 

movement. 

Energetic and 
dramatic music to 
encourage children to 
move like 
Superheroes. 

   Music Express – 
Caterpillar action 
song 

Music Express – 
Farm Time (Link 
to Harvest) 

Music Express – 
Tell me a tale 

  

U
se o

f vo
ice

 

Sing nursery rhymes and simple songs. 

 

Explore the use of the voice to represent sounds. 

 

Call and response songs 

 

Cumulative songs 

Nursery rhymes  
Music Express – 
Singing Echo songs – 
Jamaquack 
Twinkl – Superhero 
songs 

Nursery rhymes Nursery rhymes Nursery rhymes 
Sing Up – I love 
the flowers, 
Digging the 
garden 

Nursery rhymes Nursery rhymes 
Music Express – Farm 
Time (Link to Harvest) 
Harvest Songs 
Christmas songs and 
carols 

Nursery rhymes 
Music Express – Three 
Bears Rap 

Nursery rhymes 
including Bobby Shafto 
A Pirate went to sea, 
sea, sea 
When I was one… 
Sing Up – One Little 
Pirate, Down there 
under the ocean 
Twinkl – Pirate songs 

Christmas songs 
and carols 
 
Exploring vocal 
sounds – Phase 1 
phonics sessions 

V
o

cab
u

lary 

High, low, loud, quiet, fast, slow, 

singing, a few classroom instrument 

names e.g. triangle, drum, record, 

listening 

Quiet, fast, slow High, low, fast, slow, 
loud, quiet 

Stiff, slow, jerky, 
sequence 

  High, low, fast, 
slow, loud, quiet 

Tap, shake, blow, 
scrape, bang, triangle, 
drum, maraca, claves, 
pitch, tone 

  



Music Map – Skills, Knowledge and Understanding Progression 

Year 1 

Skill 
Once Upon a 
Time 

London’s Calling Monster 
Mayhem 

Flower Power Once Upon a 
Time 

Time Travellers Extraordinary 
Explorers 

The Magic 
Carpet 

Wonder 
Women 

Other (both 
years) 

In
ter-related

 

d
im

en
sio

n
s 

o
f m

u
sic

 

To produce high and low sounds in a variety of ways.  

To produce loud and quiet sounds in a variety of 

ways.  

(Vocal, instrumental) 

Compose and perform own simple rhythms. 

Represent an imagery using a tempo. 

Recognise at least two known sounds played at the 

same time. 

Use a range of 
inter-related 
dimensions of 
music to retell 
stories. 

Use a range of 
inter-related 
dimensions to 
represent. 
Recognise two 
known sounds 
played at the 
same time. 

Use a range of 
inter-related 
dimensions to 
represent. 
Recognise two 
known sounds 
played at the 
same time. 

 Use a range of 
inter-related 
dimensions of 
music to retell 
stories. 

Exploring 
sounds on 
technology. 

 African 
drumming – 
compose and 
perform simple 
rhythms 

 Listening sills 
activities – 
recognising two 
known sounds 
played at the 
same time. 
Sensory garden 

C
o

m
p

o
sitio

n
 

Compose on a teacher directed theme 

using classroom instruments and sounds 

using certain musical elements. 

 

Experiment with unpitched instruments 

through improvisation. 

 Creating a 
soundscape for 
the Great Fire 
of London 

Create a piece 
of music to 
represent their 
monster. 

    Improvisation  Sensory garden 
- improvisation 

U
se o

f 

in
stru

m
en

ts
 

Start to produce sounds showing loud/quiet, high/low, 

fast/slow, long/short, and put them into categories.   

 

To describe sounds produced. 

 

Improvise short rhythmic patterns on unpitched 

instruments.  

 

Introduce ways to look after instruments. 

Producing 
different sounds 
on instruments.  
Describe sounds 
produced. 
Look after 
instruments.  

Producing 
different sounds 
on instruments.  
Describe sounds 
produced. 
Look after 
instruments. 

Producing 
different sounds 
on instruments.  
Describe sounds 
produced. 
Look after 
instruments.  

 Producing 
different sounds 
on instruments.  
Describe sounds 
produced. 
Look after 
instruments.  

 Describe 
sounds 
produced. 

Improvise short 
rhythmic 
patterns.  
Look after 
instruments. 
Describe sounds 
produced. 

Describe 
sounds 
produced. 

Sensory garden – 
producing 
different sounds, 
describe sound 
produced, 
improvise 
rhythmic 
patterns 

N
o

tatio
n

 

Begin to create and interpret 

graphic scores to represent 

their compositions. 

Link sounds to 
symbols 

Create a 
graphic score. 
Interpret a 
graphic score. 

Create a 
graphic score. 
Interpret a 
graphic score. 

 Link sounds to 
symbols 

     

Listen
in

g 

an
d

 

A
p

p
raisin

g
 

Begin to introduce different genres and styles 

of music. 

 

Begin to explore the sounds of musical 

instruments. 

 

Move to music through the medium of dance. 

Explore the 
sounds of 
musical 
instruments 

Explore the 
sounds of 
musical 
instruments 

Explore the 
sounds of 
musical 
instruments 

Begin to introduce 
different genres 
and styles of music. 
Move to music. 
Explore metallic 
instruments and 
the sounds they 
make? 

Explore the 
sounds of 
musical 
instruments 

 Chants from 
around the 
world – listen 
to and join in, 
including 
movement. 

Explore the 
sounds of 
musical 
instruments 

Listening to a 
range of music 
composed or 
performed by 
women – live 
and recorded 
Move to music 

Dance lesson 
give 
opportunity to 
move to music. 
 
Christmas play 

U
se o

f vo
ice

 

Continue to develop the singing of 

melodies. 

 

Begin to sing in a round, two parts at 

least. 

 Sing in a round   Sing in a round   Sing in a round? Sing in a round?  Learning 
Christmas Play 
songs  
Musical Praise 
Forest School – 
camps songs in 
a round 

V
o

cab
u

lary
 

Singing, humming, whispering, talking, 

high, low, loud, quiet, fast, slow, 

rattling, smooth, hitting, shaking, 

scraping, start, stop, steady beat, 

tinkling, composing 

          



Music Map – Skills, Knowledge and Understanding Progression 

Year 2 

Skill 
Once Upon a 
Time 

London’s Calling Monster 
Mayhem 

Flower Power Once Upon a 
Time 

Time Travellers Extraordinary 
Explorers 

The Magic 
Carpet 

Wonder 
Women FAME 

In
ter-related

 

d
im

en
sio

n
s 

o
f m

u
sic

 

Discriminate between high and low sounds. 

Discriminate between loud and quiet sounds. 

Begin to accompany songs and keep a pulse. 

Keep a pulse at a variety of tempo (one at a time). 

Select appropriate sound sources to create a 

desired effect. 

Discriminate 

between high and 

low sounds. 

Discriminate 

between loud and 

quiet sounds. 

 

Select 
appropriate 
sound sources 
to create a 
desired effect. 

Select 
appropriate 
sound sources 
to create a 
desired effect. 

 Discriminate 

between high and 

low sounds. 

Discriminate 

between loud and 

quiet sounds. 

 

Exploring 
sounds on 
technology 

Begin to 
accompany 
songs and keep 
pulse.  

Keep a pulse at 
a variety of 
tempo.  

 High/low 
Loud/quiet 
Keep a pulse at 
a variety of 
tempo. 

C
o

m
p

o
sitio

n
 

Choose appropriate instruments to use 

within themed compositions combining 

certain musical elements. 

 

Rhythmic improvisation within simple time. 

 Creating a 
soundscape for 
the Great Fire 
of London 

Create a piece 
of music to 
represent their 
monster. 

    Rhythmic 
improvisation 
within simple 
time. 

 Rhythmic 

improvisation 

within simple 

time. 

U
se o

f 

in
stru

m
en

ts
 

Begin to introduce techniques for producing good 

sounds from the instruments. 

Select appropriate sound sources to create a desired 

effect. 

Play rhythmic patterns on unpitched instruments. 

Bring to their attention the origins of some of the 

classroom percussion instruments e.g. castanets, 

maracas, guiro etc. 

 Begin to introduce 
techniques for 
producing good 
sounds from the 
instruments. 
Select appropriate 
sound sources to 
create a desired 
effect. 

Begin to introduce 
techniques for 
producing good 
sounds from the 
instruments. 
Select appropriate 
sound sources to 
create a desired 
effect. 

   Origins of 
instruments. 

Play rhythmic 
patterns 

 Techniques for 
producing 
sound 
Origins of the 
ukulele 

N
o

tatio
n

 

Be confident in using and creating graphic 

scores, which represent the musical elements 

e.g. pitch, duration, dynamics etc. to be used in 

performance. 

 

Start exploring rhythmic notation in simple 

time. 

 Graphic score Graphic score  Graphic score   Rhythmic 
notation 

  

Listen
in

g an
d

 

A
p

p
raisin

g
 

Make an overall summary of a piece of music 

through their knowledge of musical elements.  

Listen to a wider range of styles and genres.  

Comment positively on others work and begin 

to improve their own work.  

Select or reject sounds in appropriate 

circumstances. 

 Comment positively 
on others work and 
begin to improve 
their own work.  
Select or reject 
sounds in 
appropriate 
circumstances. 

Comment positively 
on others work and 
begin to improve 
their own work.  
Select or reject 
sounds in 
appropriate 
circumstances. 

   World 
chants/songs 
Overall summary 
of a piece of 
music. 
Listen to a range 
of styles and 
genres. 

African drumming 
Overall summary 
of a piece of 
music. 
Listen to a range 
of styles and 
genres. 

Female 
Composers 
Overall summary 
of a piece of 
music. 
Listen to a range 
of styles and 
genres. 

Listen to a 
wider range of 
styles and 
genres 

U
se o

f vo
ice

 

Sing confidently new melodies and use 

vocal sounds in music. 

 

Sing in a 4-part round 

 Sing in a round  Sing in a round   Sing in a round? Sing in a round?  Christmas songs 
Musical Praise 
Camp fire songs 

V
o

cab
u

lary
 

Phrase, rhythm, rhyme, long, short, 

smooth, scratchy, chiming, clicking, 

bright, dull, cold, warm, beginning, 

middle, end, hollow, guiro, maraca, 

Breathing, posture, rounds, 

          



Music Map – Skills, Knowledge and Understanding Progression 

Year 3 

Skill 
Roman Rule The World’s 

Kitchen 
Crime and 
Punishment 

Transport Meet the 
Flintstones 

Britain from the 
Air 

Tomb raiders Reign over us Discrete music 
teaching 

In
ter-related

 

d
im

en
sio

n
s 

o
f m

u
sic

 

Introduce and recognise getting higher and getting 

lower in step. 

Introduce and recognise getting louder and getting 

quieter. 

Compose rhythmic ostinati for accompaniment. 

Through listening recognise changing tempos and 

keep the pulse. 

Compose a short composition using a variety of 

sounds in small groups. 

Rhythmic ostinato 
for 
accompaniment. 
Recognising 
changes in tempo. 
Keep the pulse. 

Rhythmic ostinato 
for 
accompaniment. 
Recognising 
changes in tempo. 
Keep the pulse. 

Getting higher and 
lower in step. 
Getting louder and 
quieter. 
Short composition 
involving a variety of 
sounds.  

Getting louder 
and getting 
quieter. 
Rhythmic ostinati 
Changing tempo 
Keeping the pulse.  

Getting higher and 
lower in step. 

Getting higher and 
lower in step. 
Keep the pulse. 

Rhythmic ostinato 
for 
accompaniment. 
Recognising 
changes in tempo. 
Keep the pulse.  

Getting higher and 
lower in step. 
Getting louder and 
quieter. 

 

 

C
o

m
p

o
sitio

n
 

Compose in groups from musical or non-musical 

stimuli.  

Compose short rhythmic patterns including rhythmic 

ostinati. 

Use the pentatonic scale to create a melodic ostinati. 

Improvise 4 beat patterns on unpitched instruments 

as well as on the pentatonic scale. 

Compose short 
rhythmic patterns.  
 

Compose short 
rhythmic patterns.  
Use pentatonic 
scale to create a 
melodic ostinato. 
Improvisation. 

Compose in a 
group.  

Compose in a 
group. 
Compose short 
rhythmic patterns.  
Improvisation. 

 Pentatonic scale 
Improvisation 

Compose short 
rhythmic patterns.  
Use pentatonic 
scale to create a 
melodic ostinato. 

Compose in 
groups. 
Rhythmic pattern.  

 

U
se o

f 

in
stru

m
en

ts
 

Begin to show control when playing classroom 

percussion instruments. 

Explore different effects of playing pitched 

percussion instruments with different beaters. 

Encourage the use of two beaters when playing. 

Play rhythmic and melodic ostinato. 

Control on 
percussion 
instruments.  
Play with two 
beaters. 
Play rhythmic and 
melodic ostinato. 

Control on 
percussion 
instruments.  
Play with two 
beaters. 
Play rhythmic and 
melodic ostinato. 

Control on percussion 
instruments.  
Explore different 
effects of playing 
pitched percussion 
instruments with 
different beaters. 
melodic ostinato. 

Control on percussion 
instruments.  
Explore different 
effects of playing 
pitched percussion 
instruments with 
different beaters. 
rhythmic ostinato. 

  Control on 
percussion 
instruments.  
Play with two 
beaters. 
Play rhythmic and 
melodic ostinato. 

Control on 
percussion 
instruments.  
Explore different 
effects of playing 
pitched percussion 
instruments with 
different beaters. 

 

N
o

tatio
n

 

Begin to expand knowledge of rhythmic 

notation recording short patterns. 

 

Explore pitched notation using the solfa 

system (Kodaly) as a starting point. 

Knowledge of 
rhythmic notation, 
recording short 
patterns. 

Expand 
knowledge of 
rhythmic notation, 
recording short 
patterns. 

Explore pitched 
notation using the 
solfa system as a 
starting point. 

Knowledge of 
rhythmic notation, 
recording short 
patterns. 

Explore pitched 
notation using the 
solfa system as a 
starting point.  

 Expand 
knowledge of 
rhythmic notation, 
recording short 
patterns.  

Explore pitched 
notation using the 
solfa system as a 
starting point. 

 

Listen
in

g 

an
d

 

A
p

p
raisin

g
 

Describe the feeling/mood of a piece beginning 

to use appropriate musical vocabulary.  

Begin to give reasons for improving their work.  

Continue to respond to music through the use 

of dance and movement.  

Begin to gain basic background knowledge of 

music they are listening to. 

Describe feelings/mood 
of a piece.  
Respond to music 
through dance and 
movement. 
Background knowledge 
of music they listen to. 
Begin to give reasons for 
improving their work. 

Describe feelings/mood 
of a piece.  
Respond to music 
through dance and 
movement. 
Background knowledge 
of music they listen to. 
Begin to give reasons for 
improving their work. 

Describe the 
feeling/mood of a piece 
beginning to use 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary.  
Begin to give reasons 
for improving their 
work.  

Describe the 
feeling/mood of a piece 
beginning to use 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary.  
Background knowledge 
of music they listen to. 
Begin to give reasons for 
improving their work. 

 Describe feelings/mood 
of a piece.  
Respond to music 
through dance and 
movement. 
Background knowledge 
of music they listen to.  

 Describe the 
feeling/mood of a piece 
beginning to use 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary.  
Background knowledge 
of music they listen to. 
Begin to give reasons for 
improving their work. 

 

U
se o

f vo
ice

 

Begin to use expression in their 

singing of melodies. 

Demonstrate an increasing control of 

pitch.  

Sing simple partner songs. 

    Demonstrate an 
increasing control 
of pitch.  

Expression in their 
singing of 
melodies. 
Demonstrate an 
increasing control 
of pitch.  

  Musical Praise 
assemblies 
Christmas Carols.  
Easter Hymns 
 
Partner songs sung 
around a camp fire. 

V
o

cab
u

lary
 

Higher, lower, step, leap, slower, faster, 

quieter, louder, pulse, staccato, sustained, 

breathing, posture, rhythmic pattern, 

steady, pentatonic, melodic ostinati, 

introduction, verse, chorus, moods e.g. 

happy, sad. Melody, structure, rest, 

improvising 

         



Music Map – Skills, Knowledge and Understanding Progression 

Year 4 

Skill 
Roman Rule The World’s 

Kitchen 
Crime and 
Punishment 

Transport  Meet the 
Flintstones 

Britain from the 
Air 

Tomb raiders Reign over us Discrete music 
teaching 

In
ter-related

 

d
im

en
sio

n
s 

o
f m

u
sic

 

Produce sounds that are getting higher and getting 

lower in step and introduce leap. 

Learn ways to represent dynamics both formally and 

informally. 

Compose rhythmic compositions using more than one 

note. 

Compose and perform a piece at a given tempo. 

Compose in small groups selecting appropriate sounds 

for a given mood. 

Rhythmic 
composition, 
more than one 
note – chant 
Perform at a given 
tempo 

Rhythmic 
composition, 
more than one 
note – chant 
Perform at a given 
tempo 

Getting 
higher/lower in 
step and leap. 
Represent 
dynamics. 
Selecting sounds 
for a given mood. 

Represent 
dynamics. 
Perform at a given 
tempo.  
Selecting sounds 
for a given mood.  

Pitch using solfa 
system – step and 
leap 

Produce sounds 
that are getting 
higher and getting 
lower in step and 
introduce leap. 
 

Rhythmic 
composition, 
more than one 
note – chant 
Perform at a given 
tempo  

Getting 
higher/lower in 
step and leap. 
Represent 
dynamics. 
Selecting sounds 
for a given mood. 

 

C
o

m
p

o
sitio

n
 

Use the major scale through the solfa system 

to create short compositions using the Kodaly 

hand signals. 

Evidence of musical elements within a 

composition. 

Improvise for eight beats using instruments of 

their choice. 

 Improvisation Solfa system 
Evidence of 
musical elements 
within a 
composition. 

Evidence of 
musical elements 
within a 
composition.  

Solfa system Improvise for 
eight beats using 
instruments of 
their choice. 

 Solfa system 
Evidence of 
musical elements 
within a 
composition. 

 

U
se o

f 

in
stru

m
en

ts
 

Identify the sounds of sections of 

musical ensembles.  

 

Be able to select instruments for an 

appropriate purpose. 

Be able to select 
instruments for an 
appropriate 
purpose. 

Be able to select 
instruments for an 
appropriate 
purpose. 

Be able to select 
instruments for an 
appropriate 
purpose. 

Identify the 
sounds of sections 
of musical 
ensembles.  
Select instruments 
for an appropriate 
purpose.  

 Identify the 
sounds of sections 
of musical 
ensembles.  

 Identify the 
sounds of sections 
of musical 
ensembles.  
Select instruments 
for an appropriate 
purpose. 

 

N
o

tatio
n

 

Be confident in recording own rhythmic compositions 

and compositions of others. 

Introduce staff notation from their knowledge of 

pitch through the solfa system and Kodaly hand 

signing. 

Confidently lead groups in Kodaly composition by 

step. 

Recording short patterns within their graphic scores. 

Recording 
rhythmic 
compositions. 
 

Recording 
rhythmic 
compositions. 
Graphic scores 

Lead groups using 
the solfa system 
Introduce staff 
notation. 

 Lead groups using 
the solfa system 
Introduce staff 
notation. 

 Recording 
rhythmic 
compositions 

Lead groups using 
the solfa system 
Introduce staff 
notation. 
Graphic scores. 

 

Listen
in

g 

an
d

 

A
p

p
raisin

g
 

Extend their vocabulary when describing the mood/feeling 

of a piece of music. 

Make appropriate choices of sounds to create the desired 

effect in the work. 

Identify sections of musical ensembles. 

Identify simple patterns when listening to music – both 

rhythmic and melodic. 

Give constructive comments to improve their own work. 

Identify simple 
patterns 

Describe 
mood/feeling 
Identify simple 
patterns. 

Describe 
mood/feeling 
Make appropriate 
choices of sounds 
for effect. 
Constructive 
comments.  

Identify sections 
of musical 
ensembles. 
 

 Describe 
mood/feeling 
Identify sections of 
musical ensembles 
Identify simple 
patterns 

 Describe mood/feeling 
Identify sections of 
musical ensembles. 
Make appropriate 
choices of sounds for 
effect. 
Constructive 
comments. 

 

U
se o

f vo
ice

 

Keep their part in a partner song 

picking up the mood of the song 

and sing appropriately. 
 

       Learn the National 
Anthem  

Musical Praise 
assemblies 
Christmas Carols.  
Easter Hymns 
 
Partner songs sung 
around a camp fire. 

V
o

cab
u

lary
 

Drone, rhythmic patterns, 

moods e.g. tense, calm. 

Repetition, major, partner 

songs 

         



Music Map – Skills, Knowledge and Understanding Progression 

Year 5 

Skill 
Rivers and 
Mountains 

Invaders Out of this 
World 

Walls and 
Barricades 

Mexico and 
the Mayans 

All the 
World’s a 
Stage 

Discrete 
music 
teaching 

Greece 
Lightening 

Yes, 
Minister! 

Disaster Rule 
Britannia 

All the 
World’s a 
Stage 

Discrete 
music 
teaching 

In
ter-related

 
d

im
en

sio
n

s 
o

f m
u

sic 

Begin to incorporate pitch in composing and performing. 

Use dynamics in performance and represent in musical 

scores using appropriate symbols. 

Combining individual rhythmic pattern into a group situation. 

To produce a short piece including tempo changes. 

To use pitched instruments to accompany a song and be able 

to change the mood in a composition by varying sounds. 

 Use pitched 
instruments 
to 
accompany a 
song/story. 

 Using inter-
related 
dimensions 
of music to 
create 
emotive 
composition. 

Incorporate 
pitch into 
compositions. 
Use dynamics. 
Rhythmic 
patterns. 
Change mood 
by varying 
sound.  

    Using inter-
related 
dimensions 
of music to 
create 
emotive 
composition. 

Rhythmic 
patterns 
Pitched 
instruments 
used to 
accompany a 
song – record 
creating a 
drone. 

  

C
o

m
p

o
sitio

n
 

Create more complex melodic compositions 

using major and minor scales within a 

structure. 

 

Improvise for 16 beats. 

 Improvise 

for 16 

beats. 

 Major and 
minor scales 
used in 
composition. 

Improvise 
for 16 
beats. 

    Major and 
minor scales 
used in 
composition. 

Improvise 
for 16 beats 

  

U
se o

f 
in

stru
m

en
ts 

Playing rhythmic and melodic patterns on all 

instruments showing correct technical use of 

the instrument, including world instruments. 

 

Playing instruments to gain desired effect 

(even if not technically correct). 

   Playing melodic 
patterns on all 
instruments, 
showing correct 
technical use of 
the instrument.  
Playing 
instruments to 
gain desired 
effect.  

Play rhythmic and 
melodic patterns. 
Correct technical 
use of world 
instruments.  
Play instruments 
to gain desired 
effect. 

    Playing melodic 
patterns on all 
instruments, 
showing correct 
technical use of 
the instrument.  
Playing 
instruments to 
gain desired effect.  

Playing 
rhythmic 
patterns. 

Recorders 

Playing rhythmic 

and melodic 

patterns on all 

instruments 

showing correct 

technical use of 

the instrument 

 

N
o

tatio
n

 

Introduce simple time and its notation 

 

Record short melodies using staff 

notation (not necessarily with defined 

rhythms) and continue to use graphic 

scores. 

Introduce 
simple time and 
its notation. 

 

  Introduce 
simple time and 
its notation. 
Record short 
melodies and 
continue to use 
graphic scores.  

Record short 
melodies and 
continue to 
use graphic 
scores. 

    Introduce 
simple time and 
its notation. 
Record short 
melodies and 
continue to use 
graphic scores.  

   

Listen
in

g an
d

 
A

p
p

raisin
g 

Use prior experiences to understand music. 

Begin to think of musical ideas. 

Create something in response to music. 

Through their own research build on their background 

information about music. 

Give constructive criticism to others so they can improve their 

work. 

When listening to different types of music begin to compare 

them. 

Identify the sections of the orchestra. 

Motown 
Research to 
build on own 
background 
knowledge.  
Comparing 
music, they 
listen to.  
Make 
comparison. 

 Holst 
Research to 
build on own 
background 
knowledge.  
Comparing 
music, they 
listen to.  
Section of an 
orchestra 

Create 
something in 
response to 
music. 
Begin to think of 
musical ideas. 
Give 
constructive 
criticism. 

Begin to think of 

musical ideas. 

Through their own 

research build on their 

background 

information about 

music. 

Give constructive 

criticism to others so 

they can improve their 

work. 

When listening to 

different types of 

music begin to 

compare them. 

Gilbert & 
Sullivan 
Research to 
build on own 
background 
knowledge.  
Comparing 
music, they 
listen to.  
Section of an 
orchestra 

  Elgar & Britten 
Research to 
build on own 
background 
knowledge.  
Comparing 
music, they 
listen to.  
Section of an 
orchestra 

Create 
something in 
response to 
music. 
Begin to think 
of musical 
ideas. 
Constructive 
criticism.  

 Elizabethan 
(Renaissance) 
music 
Research to 
build on own 
background 
knowledge.  
Comparing 
music, they 
listen to.  

 

U
se o

f vo
ice 

Sing descant parts along with main 

melodies of songs. 

Continue to develop, interpret and express 

the emotion and meaning of a song. 

Sing with clear diction and sense of 

phrase. 

Continue to 
develop, interpret 
and express the 
emotion and 
meaning of a song. 
Sing with clear 
diction and sense 
of phrase. 

Sing 
descant 
parts along 
with main 
melodies of 
songs? 

   Sing descant parts 

along with main 

melodies of songs. 

Continue to 

develop, interpret 

and express the 

emotion and 

meaning of a song. 

Sing with clear 

diction and sense 

of phrase. 

Christmas 
carols and 
camp fire 
songs – 
singing 
descant.  

   Sing 
descant 
parts? 

Sing descant parts 

along with main 

melodies of songs. 

Continue to 

develop, interpret 

and express the 

emotion and 

meaning of a song. 

Sing with clear 

diction and sense 

of phrase. 

Christmas 
carols and 
camp fire 
songs – 
singing 
descant. 

V
o

cab
u

lary 

Minor, articulation, sound 

projection, unison, rondo form, 

lyrics, compound time, appraising 

              



 

Music Map – Skills, Knowledge and Understanding Progression 

Year 6 

Skill 
Rivers and 
Mountains 

Invaders Out of this 
World 

Walls and 
Barricades 

Mexico and 
Mayans 

All the 
World’s a 
Stage 

Discrete 
music 
teaching 

Greece 
Lightening 

Yes 
Minister! 

Disaster Rule 
Britannia 

All the 
World’s a 
Stage 

Discrete 
music 
teaching 

In
ter-related

 
d

im
en

sio
n

s o
f 

m
u

sic 

Use pitch and dynamics to their full extent in all areas of work.  

Work as part of a group to compose/improvise rhythmic 

compositions. 

Compose a piece of music, which includes tempo changes and 

begin to use musical terms to describe tempo. 

To compose individually, music that combines two or more 

sequences. 

   Use pitch and 
dynamics to their 
full extent. 
Compose music that 
includes tempo 
change – use 
musical terms to 
describe tempo. 
Compose two or 
more sequences 

Use pitch and 

dynamics to their full 

extent in all areas of 

work.  

Work as part of a 

group to 

compose/improvise 

rhythmic compositions. 

To compose 

individually, music that 

combines two or more 

sequences. 

    Use pitch and 
dynamics to their 
full extent. 
Compose music that 
includes tempo 
change – use 
musical terms to 
describe tempo. 
Compose two or 
more sequences 

Work as part of 

a group to 

compose/improvis

e rhythmic 

compositions. 

 

  

C
o

m
p

o
sitio

n
 

Individual composition in parts for two or more 

instruments encompassing chords and clusters.  

 

Improvise in small groups for 4, 8 or 16 beats. 

 Improvise in 

small groups 

for 4, 8 or 

16 beats. 

 Compose for 
two or more 
instruments, 
encompassin
g chords and 
clusters. 

Improvise in 

small groups 

for 4, 8 or 

16 beats. 

    Compose for 
two or more 
instruments, 
encompassin
g chords and 
clusters. 

Improvise in 

small groups 

for 4, 8 or 

16 beats. 

  

U
se o

f 
in

stru
m

en
ts 

Confidently play the majority of the 

instruments. 

 

Continue to develop and explore 

instruments. 

   Confidently play 
the majority of 
instruments. 
Continue to 
develop and 
explore 
instruments. 

Confidently play 
the majority of 
instruments. 
Continue to 
develop and 
explore 
instruments. 

    Confidently play 
the majority of 
instruments. 
Continue to 
develop and 
explore 
instruments. 

 Recorders – 
confidently 
playing he 
majority of 
instruments. 
Continue to 
develop and 
explore the 
instrument.  

 

N
o

tatio
n

 

Record rhythmic melodies using 

staff notation incorporated into a 

graphic score. 

Reading 
staff 
notation.  

  Record 
rhythmic 
melodies using 
staff notation 
incorporated 
into a graphic 
score. 

Record 
rhythmic 
melodies using 
staff notation 
incorporated 
into a graphic 
score. 

    Record 
rhythmic 
melodies using 
staff notation 
incorporated 
into a graphic 
score. 

   

Listen
in

g an
d

 
A

p
p

raisin
g 

Finding similarities and differences between different historical composers 

and musicians. 

Explaining how the music of the past reflected the society of the time.  

Explaining how music has changed over time. 

Compare and discuss two different versions of the same piece of music using 

musical vocabulary. 

Continue to develop their use of constructive criticism. 

Use music for different purposes e.g. dancing, plays and different events, 

etc. and be able to select music appropriately. 

Motown 
Finding similarities and 
differences between 
composers. Explain how 
music of the past 
reflected society at the 
time.  
How has music changed 
over time.  
Compare and discuss 
two different versions 
of the same piece of 
music. 

 Holst 
Finding similarities and 
differences between 
composers. Explain how 
music of the past 
reflected society at the 
time.  
How has music changed 
over time.  
Compare and discuss 
two different versions 
of the same piece of 
music. 

Give 
constructive 
criticism. 

Explaining how the music 

of the past reflected the 

society of the time.  

Explaining how music has 

changed over time. 

Use music for different 

purposes e.g. dancing, 

plays and different 

events, etc. and be able 

to select music 

appropriately. 

Give constructive 

criticism.  

Gilbert & Sullivan 
Finding similarities and 
differences between 
composers. Explain how 
music of the past 
reflected society at the 
time.  
How has music changed 
over time.  
Compare and discuss 
two different versions 
of the same piece of 
music. 

  Elgar & Britten 
Finding similarities and 
differences between 
composers. Explain how 
music of the past 
reflected society at the 
time.  
How has music changed 
over time.  
Compare and discuss 
two different versions 
of the same piece of 
music. 

Give 
constructive 
criticism. 

 
Elizabethan (Renaissance) 
music 
Finding similarities and 
differences between 
composers. Explain how 
music of the past reflected 
society at the time.  
How has music changed 
over time.  
Compare and discuss two 
different versions of the 
same piece of music. 

 

U
se o

f vo
ice 

Sing simple harmonies and descants of songs 

whilst become aware of the overall effect. 

 

Sing in large and small groups and as a solo. 

Sing simple 

harmonies and 

descants of songs 

whilst become 

aware of the 

overall effect. 

Sing in large and 

small groups and 

as a solo. 

Sing simple 

harmonies and 

descants of songs 

whilst become 

aware of the 

overall effect. 

Sing in large and 

small groups and 

as a solo.? 

   Sing simple 

harmonies and 

descants of songs 

whilst become 

aware of the 

overall effect. 

Sing in large and 

small groups and 

as a solo. 

Christmas 
carols and 
camp fire 
songs – 
singing 
descant and 
harmonies  

   Sing simple 

harmonies and 

descants? 

Sing in large and 

small groups and 

as a solo? 

Sing simple 

harmonies and 

descants of songs 

whilst become 

aware of the 

overall effect. 

Sing in large and 

small groups and 

as a solo. 

Christmas 
carols and 
camp fire 
songs – 
singing 
descant and 
harmonies 

V
o

cab
u

lary 

Harmony, compositions, staff, 

notation, melody, rhythm, 

accompaniment 

              



 


