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Principles of the Teaching and Learning of Music: 
 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A 

high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of 

music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity 

and sense of achievement.  As pupils progress, they should develop a critical 

engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination 

to the best in the musical canon. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

 

1. Aims and Objectives 

 

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

1.1 Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 

genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 

musicians. 

1.2 Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own 

and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of 

musical excellence. 

1.3 Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 

including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

Alongside this at Chaddesley Corbett we aim to: 

1.4 Develop a positive attitude within the children towards music so they have 

enthusiasm towards and passion for the subject.  

1.5 Use music as a way of developing children’s learning attitudes, self-confidence, 

communication skills, collaborative skills and thinking skills.  

1.6 To give opportunities for children to access specialist instrumental tuitions and 

extra curricula musical activities.  
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2. Teaching and learning  

 

2.1 Pupils are taught in class groups throughout the school by their class teacher.    

2.2      The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles to deliver music 

lessons. This can be approach through whole class teaching, group activities 

or individual activities.  

2.3 Teachers will provide effective models and activities for children to acquire 

new knowledge and skills and plan appropriate opportunities to consolidate 

and reflect upon their new learning. 

2.4 They have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources 

 including I.C.T. 

2.5 Children will be given the opportunities to listen and appraise, compose and 

perform within each sequence of learning. 

 

3.  Planning 

 

3.1 Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. Teachers use the 

National Curriculum guidelines to link with our themed topics. Teachers plan 

activities so children build upon prior learning of skills, so there is an increasing 

challenge as they progress through the school. 

3.2  Foundation Stage planning relates to the early years objectives and links to 

expressive arts and design.  

3.3  Suitable learning opportunities are planned for all pupils by matching the 

challenge of the task to the ability of the child. This is achieved through a range 

of strategies: 

 Setting common tasks that are open ended and can have a variety of 

results; 

 Grouping pupils by ability and setting different tasks for each group; 

 Providing a range of challenges through the provision of different 

resources; 

 Adults supporting the work of individual pupils or small groups. 

 Effective questioning which allows children to reflect upon learning, 

express opinions and sharing reasoning.  
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4. Planning across the Curriculum 

  

4.1 Music is linked to other areas of the curriculum whenever relevant through 

themed topic work, ICT, etc.  

4.2 The school believes that it is extremely important for music to have 

connections to other subjects as it naturally has so many links with dance, 

movement and drama and enables the other subjects to be taught through a 

creative framework. 

 

5. Equality of opportunity 

 

5.1 Music is taught to all pupils, whatever their ability. Work is differentiated to 

assist pupil’s learning in terms of learning outcomes, tasks, teaching methods, 

adult support and resources. We aim to give pupils achievable goals. More able 

pupils will be recognised and offered opportunities which will challenge them in 

order to develop their talent further. This could require accessing resources 

outside of school as part of the Worcestershire Youth Music services.  

 

6. Assessment and recording 

 

6.1 The assessment of children’s progress is continuous, regular and rigorous. 

6.2 Teachers assess pupil’s work in music by making observations as the pupils 

tackle tasks set during lessons. They will also make observations of the pupil’s 

progress by assessing their work against the learning objectives for their 

lessons. This should inform the next sessions planning making sure all learning 

opportunities remain relevant and effective for each class’ needs. 

6.3   Video recordings and use of music technology can capture children’s work, 

including the process undertaken as well as the finished product. This can be 

stored within the Music file on the staff shared area.  

6.4 The music subject co-ordinator will also keep evidence of pupil’s work in a 

portfolio.  

6.5 All evidence collected will be used to demonstrate what the expected level of 

achievement is in music in each year group of the school.  
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6.6 For children who receive instrumental lessons the peripatetic teacher will write 

a report for each child at the end of the year summarising their progress and 

achievement.  

 

7. Resources 

7.1 The school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of music 

which are stored in the school’s music room. Each class has access to musical 

express, an online resource to aid with the planning and delivery of music 

sessions. 

7.2 The teaching of music is encouraged to take place within the school’s music 

room.   

7.3 Pupils have access to resources, within health and safety guidelines, which 

they are taught to use with respect. 

7.4 Resourcing is reviewed yearly within the limitations of budget. 

 

8. Monitoring 

 

8.1 Monitoring pupil’s standards and the quality of teaching is the responsibility of 

the music coordinator.  The role also involves supporting staff where necessary 

and being informed about recent developments in the subject. 

8.2 The music co-ordinator will spend time in class observing, interacting with and 

questioning the children to gain feedback on the subject and to gage levels of 

enthusiasm as well as understanding of the learning. Teacher’s opinions and 

feedback will also be sort and training as appropriate will be offered.  

8.3 Work samples will be collected by the music co-ordinator throughout the year 

to ensure coverage of the curriculum and progression of children through 

assessment. 

8.4 Planning will also be monitored to check coverage of the subject and also reflect 

on children’s achievements.  

 

9. Health and safety 
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9.1 Health and Safety information should be followed by all staff when pupils are 

engaged in practical activities.  

9.2 Pupils must be informed of any risks and must be encouraged to also assess 

and identify risks themselves and potential hazards to others.  

 
This policy is in line with other school policies and should be read in 
conjunction with the following: 
 
Teaching and Learning Policy 
Assessment Policy 
Marking, Feedback and Presentation Policy 
SEND Policy 
Safeguarding policy 
ICT Policy 
Equal Opportunities Policy 

 

 


