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Dear Parents/Carers,

Information for parent/carers of children not attending School during the Lockdown

Rationale behind school closure?

e The Prime Minister has announced a national lockdown and instructed people
to stay at home to control the virus, protect the NHS and save lives.

e The decision follows a rapid rise in infections, hospital admissions and case
rates across the country, and our hospitals are now under more pressure than
they have been at any other point throughout the pandemic.

e The government has therefore decided to close schools in order to have the
best chance of getting the virus under control and reduce transmission,
causing the virus to spread between households when rates are so high.

Who will be attending school?

During the period of national lockdown, school will remain open to vulnerable children
and the children of critical workers only. All other children and students will learn
remotely until February. If you have indicated that you are a critical worker, you are
eligible to send your children to school. It is important to consider that if you can keep
your children at home, and support your children through home learning, please do.
The quantity of children in school increases the risks of spreading the virus to other
pupils. The school are following the DFE guidance and may be asking for supporting
evidence from parents over the coming weeks for critical worker status.

Free school meals?

Children who are eligible for free school meals and who are not attending school will
be contacted as they will be entitled to a weekly food voucher of £11.50 a week for a
supermarket of their choice. This equates to £2.30 per school day which is the cost of a
meal. It is slightly less than last time because school are paying this time and not the
government, however hopefully this will change! If you are not currently claiming free
school meals but think you may be eligible, please contact the school office or go to
the following link for more details.
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20062/schools/684/applying_for_free_school_
meals

Will home learning be sent home?
Home learning will be available for all children who are not attending school. We will
be providing overviews for parents and all the resources or links.

Will we receive additional resources?

o Some parents have indicated that they need support with devices and the
school will contact these families directly. However if your circumstances
change and you need support then please ask.

o Home learning and resources will be available to download, however, if you
have difficulty printing anything then we can arrange to have packs of all
the home learning available for collection.
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e  Some topics will need additional resources that may be found around or in the home or more
specialist items. School will inform you of these and if needed we will create packs for you to
collect from school.

e We are happy to provide exercise books to record home learning.

e When the children return from lockdown we would appreciate the return of all resources and the
teachers will look at all the work they have produced in their home learning book.

e We are currently looking at online reading books for all children, particularly pre and early readers
so will update you as soon as we can on this.

Will the children be having contact with their class teachers?

Zoom sessions — teachers who are working from home will aim to zoom regularly, please read the zoom
etiquette and expectations at the bottom of this letter. Zoom sessions may be an overview, a touch base or a
story. There will also be video contact of a weekly Celebration assembly from Mrs James.

Each week we will review this provision, please give us your views and we will see how we can improve our
provision and support you further.

Email - You should have your teacher’'s email address. Your teacher will inform you of their bubble partner’s
email. Please email them directly to answer any queries regarding the home learning. Please be mindful if
your child’s class teacher is teaching and caring for children who are present in school during the school day.
The teacher with whom they share the bubble will have time on a daily basis to pick up individual emails to
address any worries or concerns you have. Please email or telephone the office if you need an immediate
urgent response within the school day. Please email the teacher with any photos of children completing
activities or of work so that the teachers can see how your child is accessing the home learning and support
your child even further.

Telephone - Teachers will regularly phone home to speak to parents regarding any worries or concerns
about home learning and to have a quick well-being chat with the pupil.

I hope this has answered most of your questions. If you have any worries and concerns, then please
contact the office.

Yours sincerely,

& i
C Janess

Mrs Emma James
Headteacher

Zoom etiquette and expectations!

Please can you make sure the log in name displays your child’s name. You can change it by right
clicking on the name displayed on screen and select rename.

Please make sure an adult is present in the room while the sessions takes place. They do not have to
be in view of the screen.

Ensure children are wearing suitable clothing, uniform is not expected (no pyjamas please).

Any computers used should be in appropriate areas, for example, not in bedrooms; and where
possible be against a neutral background

Language must be professional and appropriate, including any family members in the background
When the children log on they will have a couple of minutes to say hello to their friends and the
teacher will mute them all when the session begins.

Staff may share their screen with you, they may ask the children to join in by showing the gesture
buttons or even answer using the comment box.

NB: If you do not have access to zoom, please can you let the school know and we will try and
support you in other ways.




