
Reading 
Workshop for 
Year 1



What we will cover

• Introducing a book
• Decoding

• Phonics
• Tricky word recognition
• Other strategies

• Fluency
• Comprehension

• In the moment reading
• After reading



Introducing a book

When first reading a book it is important to discuss:
• the title (locate and read)
• the author and illustrator (locate and read together)
• the blurb (locate and read)

Use the clues the children gather from this to discuss what 
you already know about the book and what you think you 
know.

• Is it a story book (fiction) or an information book (non-
fiction)?

• Who is/are the character(s)?
• Any clues to where they are?
• What do think is going to happen?
• Do you think you will enjoy this book? Why/why not?

Also this is a time to discuss any tricky or challenging words 
they may encounter.



Decoding

There are a number of ways to 
decode.

Main way at this age is by 
applying their phonic knowledge.



•Children are taught to read by breaking down 
words into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are 
then taught how to blend these sounds together to 
read the whole word. 

•Children have a 30 minute phonics lesson each day 
and they are encouraged to use these strategies to 
read and write in other lessons. 

•There are approximately 40 different sounds.

What is Phonics?





•Every Year 1 child in the country will be 
taking the phonics screening check in the 
same week in June.

•The Phonics Screening Check is designed to 
confirm whether individual children have 
learnt sufficient phonic decoding and 
blending skills to an appropriate standard. 

Phonics Screening Check



•There are 40 words in the test.

• Each child will sit one to one and read the words aloud 
to the teacher. 

• The test takes approximately 10 minutes per child 
although all children can complete the test at their own 
pace. 

• The list of words that the children read is made up of 
a combination of 20 real words and 20 pseudo (nonsense) 
words.  

What happens during the 
test?



•The pseudo words will be shown to your child with a 
picture of an alien. This allows the child to know that it 
is a nonsense word and is not going to make sense. 

•The pseudo words are included because they will be new 
to all pupils. They need to be sounded out and do not give 
an advantage to children with a good vocabulary 
knowledge or visual memory of words. 

Pseudo (nonsense) words





•The screening will take place throughout the week 
beginning Monday 8th June. It is very important 
your child is in school during this week.

•The children will complete the check one at a time 
in a quiet area of the school. I will conduct all of 
the screening checks with the children. 

When is the Screening 
taking place?



•All schools are required to report the results of 
the Phonics Screening Test to parents by the end 
of the Summer Term. The results are sent home 
with the End of Year Report. 

•This will confirm if the child has met the standard 
threshold. 

•Children who do not achieve the expected standard 
will retake the test in Year 2. 

Reporting to Parents



•Identify the graphemes used within words in books. (Don’t 
necessarily have to blend the word at this time, just simply 
find)

•Sound buttons  

•Pairs games  

•Dice games

•Phonics games online/ Phonics apps on tablets. 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

•Practise Phonics Screening Tests (will be sent nearer the 
time)  

• Praise and Encouragement 

How can you help?

I encourage children to take 
phonic tasks completed in 
school home to share.

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm


Word recognition
Although it is important that all children have the 
ability to apply the required phonics knowledge, there 
are words that they will simply learn to recognise by 
sight.

This might be because the words appear frequently 
within a range of books and they learn to remember 
them and also some words are challenging and do not 
follow the regular sound patterns and will just need 
to be remembered.

By recalling words the children will be able to develop 
an appropriate fluency, pace and expression to their 
reading. 





•Look at tricky words and challenge words 
together (many books show these on the 
inside cover)

• Make flash cards of these words and 
practise. Hunt for them in the book before 
reading it. Hunt for them in other books, on 
signs, in magazines etc. 

•Remind children that once they have learnt 
a word it is ok to just say it; don’t need to 
blend it every time. Sometimes they just 
need to hear it is ok. 

How can you help?



Other strategies 

Contractions
I’m,   he’ll …
Knowing the apostrophe 
represents missing 
letters.



•Clap words to see how many syllables 
they have.

•Take an interest in new words you 
meet together and discuss what you 
notice about these.

•Model your thoughts explicitly.  

How can you help?



Fluency

•Children need to re-read books in order to 
develop fluency.

•Reading fluently involves reading at an 
appropriate pace and with appropriate 
expression.

•Pace – natural talking speed. 
•Expression and volume
•Phrasing – clauses or sentence units
•Smoothness – without hestitaes or breaks. 
Resolves difficulties quickly. 



•Make sure books sent home and read multiple times 
(we advise three). As children become confident get 
them to focus upon fluency.

•Model how to read fluently to your child. Any book, 
any time.

•Children can benefit from hearing part of their 
book read to them fluently and then they attempt 
the same section straight after.

•It is fine for children to try something and decide 
it doesn’t work so re-read. Something adults can 
model as well. 

How can you help?



Comprehension – In the 
moment reading

As adults we do this automatically, 
without realising this is what we are 
doing.

We need to explicitly teach these skills 
to our children though.





•Demonstrate your ‘think alouds’ when 
reading with your child.

•Be explicit with the strategy you are 
using.

•When your child shares their own 
‘think aloud’ state what strategy they 
have applied.

How can you help?



Comprehension – After 
reading

This is when you would ask questions to your 
child about what they have read. 

Children need to be able to interpret the 
question and the type of answer needed. They 
need to navigate the text and locate the relevant 
part. They then reflect upon this information 
and formulate their response. 

Mostly at home these will be oral responses. In 
school they will need to begin to record their 
responses in writing.



1. Identify the 
question type.

2. Identify the key 
words.

3. Skim and scan the 
text. (At this stage 
could be recall if it 
will be the 
beginning, middle or 
end)

4. Think aloud as you 
read. 

5. Formulate your 
response.



•Model answering questions to your child.

•Ask your child a range of questions.

•Need to make sure you spend quality time 
doing this with at least one of the books a 
week.

•Make sure children prove their response by 
backing up what the text says. (Still may use 
illustrations to support, but gradually lessen 
through the year)

How can you help?



Any Questions?



Let’s put it into 
practice!


